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JEZ BIRD

Mod revival singer who led the
Lambrettas to chart success

n the spring of 1979, the Mod

tum. In n, Quadrophenia

was being and in the East
End of London the Bridge House had
been holding regular Mods Monday
nights which culminated in a *“Mods
Mayday 79 event and live album. [n
Juné that year, the Lambrettas made
their live début on Hastings Pler. “We
weren't even advertised Lo appear.
They just stuck us on the bill and we
went down so well” recalled Jez Bird,
the lead singer of the Brighton group
thuat was noumed after the loonde ILalian
scooter. “This gy said: T be your

manager’. He us some gigs in
London and about a month we
had a deal. It was very quick
from o petting somewhere”

Nine months Iater, the Lambredias
scored the biggest hit of all the Mod
revival bands when their ska-infused
cover of “Polson [vy™ sold 250,000
copies and reached No 7 in the charts.
Signed to Ellon John® Rocket
Records, the Lambrettas appearsd on
Top of the Fops and had further
hits with “Da-a-a-ance”, “Another Day
{Another Girl)", and their 1980 album
Beal Bovs in the Joi Age. However,
when the Mod revival bubble burst

action.

kﬁlﬂhﬂﬁnﬂihuﬂﬁnﬂﬂ-
e, an ill-advised cover of Jefferson
Airplane's “Somebody to Love®, they
ditched the Mod look for more casual
clothes. “In those dayz, the image was
o =0 cuuickly: It was aleays on to the
miext thing. Fashion seemied to be much
more associated with movements
then,” recalled Bird, who stayed in
music, formed Rave On Jack with
Sanders, and later led his own band.

the charts in 1980, Bird was philosoph-
ical *There was i vacuum at that time
in the music business. You had the big
bands, the punk thing had shot its bolt
and there was this gap, and it was the
Moddy, power-poppy type bands that
filled it up. We were just lucky really,
bcanse we just got the Lambrettas
name to gt poople Lo our gigs in

* he said.

“I'm still a Mod at heart. ['ve still got
the suits, the Harringtons, the DM
ghoes. [n a way it spoils you for real life
harving 80 much success 8o young, but
| wouldn't change it."

Pierre Perrone

Jeremy Bird, singer, songuriter amd
puitarist: borm Lewes, East Sussex
Oietober 1957 married {fwo children);
died Levoes 2T Avgrust 2008



